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THE  FIRST  COUNTERFEIT  LITH.  NOTE 


1938  NOTE  REVEALS 
NEW  INFORMATION 

In  response  to  our  plea  for  locating  the 
owner  of  the  P-28  193^  10  Litij  banknote  au- 
ctioned last  October  by  Christies  in  London, 
tne  owner,  LNa  member  John  P.  Witter  of  Fi- 
nland, has  contacted  us  and  sent  a photocopy 
of  his  note. 

This  is  the  sole  surviving  example  with- 
out the  red  PaVYZJYS  overprint!  It  contains 
a hand  written  date  of  "l6,3»38"  in  the  up- 
per right  margin,  which  means  that  it  was 
printed  on  M£irch  I6,  1938.  Also  at  the  top 
is  the  printed  number  "12,345,"  the  signif- 
iceuice  of  which  is  unknown  to  us.  The  note 
is  lightly  perforated  CANCiiLLiSD  in  English 
in  the  lower  signature  area,  but  this  is  so 
light  you  can  hardly  see  it. 

Most  importauatly , this  particular  note 
gives  the  extent  of  the  serial  letters  used 
in  the  entire  run  of  the  printing.  The  lower 
left  serial  number  is  A000,001.  The  upper 
right  is  B1,(XX),000.  Tnis  means  that  there 
were  probably  2 million  printed,  equally  di- 
vided between  A-B  letters!  This,  therefore, 
is  the  only  known  note  bearing  the  "B"  let- 
ter, as  the  circulation  notes  were  burned  by 
the  Soviets, 

A bit  of  history  for  our  newer  readers. 
The  1938  10  Litxj  note  was  designed  by  artist 
Adomas  Gaddikas.  It  was  ordered  by  the  Bank 
of  Lithuania,  euid  printed  by  Bradbury,  Wilk- 
inson, LTD.  The  design  commemorated  the  20th 
anniversary  of  Lithuania's  independence.  The 
notes  were  printed  by  tne  firm,  and  shipped 
back  to  Lithuania,  where  they  were  placed  in 
the  main  vault  of  the  Beuik  of  Lithuania  in 
Kaunas. 

Jue  to  fear  of  Polish  reprisals  should 
this  note  be  released.  Bank  officials  held 
off  releasing  this  commemorative  note.  The 
note  plainly  declared  Vilnius  as  the  capitaLL 
of  Lithuauiia,  which  at  that  time  was  held  by 
weir-tnreatening  Poland  in  1938*  After  Poland 
waa  defeated  in  1939,  the  note  was  still  not 
released  because  it  made  reference  to  Kled.- 
peda,  which  had  been  taiken  over  by  Hitler. 

Continued  on  page  4... 


By  JONAH  KUQIS 

[The  Following  eirticle  is  reprinted  and  tramslated 
from  the  "Lithuainian  Historicail  Magazine"  from  the 
publication  "Tautos  Praeitis"  (The  Past  of  a Nation), 
Volume  1,  Book  No,  2,  Chicago,  IL,  i960.  Hubmitted 

by  LNA  member  Chaurles  Matuzas.] 

• • * 

The  people  of  Lithuania  were  more  them  proud  in 
1922,  There  C6une  about  the  monetary  reform  over  their 
own  currency.  It  is  understandable,  that  at  first  the- 
re were  doubts  about  the  Litas'  stability.  This  mist- 
ake lasted  only  a few  short  weeks. 


Genuine  P-l4  50  Centq  note,  Lapkr.  I6,  1922 


It  took  very  little  time  for  everyone  to  get  used 
to  our  own  currency,  when  the  economy  normalized.  Ev- 
eryone was  proud  with  our  own  currency,  especially 
when  seeing  the  catastrophic  decline  of  the  Reichsma- 
rk in  Germany,  where  a billion  marks  could  hardly  buy 
a chicken. 

The  value  of  the  Litas  held  steady  with  the  dol- 
lar in  the  U.H.  At  the  beginning  with  the  establish- 
ment of  the  new  currency,  the  Litas,  its  shortage  was 
especially  felt  in  the  outer  provinces,  where  it  was 
valued  even  more. 

One  winter  evening  in  the  esirly  part  of^l923,  a 
group  of  the  inteligentia  from  the  town  of  HvekSna 
[Note:  on  the  Baltic  Sea,  38  km  SE  of  KlaipedaJ  gath- 
ered around  a card  table  in  the  citizen  club  to  shor- 
ten the  long  evening  house.  In  one  of  the  group  was  a 
forrester  who  took  out  of  his  pocket  a roll  of  newly 
printed  banknotes  of  the  50  cent  value  [Pick-l4] , and 
began  paying  his  losses.  The  winners  were  more  than 
happy  to  acquire  such  beautiful  new  notes  and  tried 
hoarding  them,  CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  2... 


2.  COUNTERFEIT 

Continued  from  page  1... 

only  tte  following  day  did  we  find  out 
tnat  our  new  beautiful  money  we  had  won  was 
not  genuine,  but  counterfeit,  and  that  the 
counterfeiter  was  already  arrested  with  his 
cacne . 

About  4 km  from  ovekSna  in  a small  vil- 
lage called  Vilko-Kampas,  there  lived  Aim,  an 
elderly  man  who  had  returned  from  America  and 
now  was  living  like  a retired  gentleman  from 
his  savings  from  America,  Most  likely  his 
dollar  reserve  was  getting  exhausted. 

Aim  got  a brignt  idea  how  to  enrich  him- 
self, rie  prepared  some  sort  of  an  official 
order  for  printing  a certain  aunount  of  bank- 
notes as  per  attached  sample.  He  even  found 
a way  of  adding  the  ovek§na's  county  seal  to 
nis  order  and  sent  nis  order  to  a printer  in 
Germany, 

The  order  wais  tadcen  care  of  immediately 
without  any  further  questioning.  All  this 
should  be  understood,  because  in  those  daiys 
of  post-war  Germany,  many  towns  in  Germany 
issued  their  own  small  currency  notes  [Not- 
geld] , 

Lithuania's  early  banknotes  were  pri- 
nted by  the  lithographic  process  and  on  ord- 
inary paper,  and  in  small  denominations,  was 
not  numbered,  just  serial  letters  used,  (Gee 
Jonas  K,  Karys'  Independent  Lithuanian  Curren- 
cies pp,  155-170 J, 

Tnus  the  printer  took  care  of  the  order 
immediately  and  aim  having  received  his  bank- 
notes immediately  put  them  into  circulation 
by  buying  forest  timber  in  an  auction. 

These  banknotes  from  Germany  were  very 
well  done,  being  very  close  to  the  genuine 
notes.  Most  likely  the  sample  that  was  sent  to 
the  printer  must  have  been  already  worn  and 
not  new.  Thereby  it  could  be  distinguished 
only  by  a very  minor  detail. 

On  the  counterfeit  notes,  the  Vytis  horse 
left  hind  hoof  is  filmost  touching  the  shield 
at  the  bottom  part  of  the  frame,  what  one  may 
not  notice  in  the  genuine  bauiknote.  Aim  was 
arrested  and  tried  in  court  and  convicted,  but 
sentenced  only  for  a short  time. 

This  must  have  been  the  first  counterf- 
eiting of  the  newly  issued  Lithuanian  govern- 
ment bank  notes.  They  were  counterfeited  in  a 
unique  manner,  and  very  quickly  discovered  by 
tne  young  and  watchful  police. 

[OK,  readers.. do  you  have  any  counterf- 
eitsV  Gend  us  a photocopy,  we'd  like  to  men- 
tion tnem! 

For  the  record.  The  P-6  5 Litai  note  of 
September  1®,  19^  ("Temporary"  note)  was 
counterfeited  first,  we've  seen  2 of  them; 
tuey  have  a flat  appearance,  especially  the 
nerial  number,  and  the  obverse  background  de- 
sign is  broken.] 


NEWS 

We  are  happy  to  announce  that  our  LNA  is  now  part 
of  recorded  Lithuanian  history!  A short  history  of 
our  group  appears  in  the  Lietuviu  Hncyclopedi.ja 
(Gouth  Boston,  Mass,  1985)1  Volume  57  "Guppplement ," 
page  457*  Our  own  Val  Matelis  has  translated  the 
text  for  us,  which  reads  as  follows; 

"NUMISMaTICG.  a Lithuanian  numismatic  organizat- 
ion, established  in  1978,  with  headquarters  at  Col- 
umbia, Maryland.  The  founders  are  Americans  of  Lit- 
huanian extraction:  Frank  Fassic,  Hobert  Douchis, 

V.  Alonis.  and  others.  The  association's  purpose: 
to  unite  Lithuanian  numismatist  with  other  interes- 
ted Americans.  The  Association  publishes  a bi-month- 
ly journal.  The  Knight . edited  by  F.  Passic.  He  is 
well  versed  in  Lithuanian  numismatics,  and  has  writ- 
ten many  eirticles  for  the  American  press,  and  won  fi- 
rst place  for  his  collection  at  various  internatio- 
nal and  national  shows.  The  Association  follows 
numismatic  journals  in  the  iilnglish  language,  and  at- 
tempts to  correct  errors  affecting  Lithuania  and  oth- 
er Baltic  nations.  The  Association  is  a member  of 
the  national  numismatic  orgeinization,  the  ANA,  eind 
conducts  its  shows  emd  meetings  in  conjunction  with 
the  ANA  once  or  twice  annually  in  different  cities. 
The  Lithuanieui  Numismatic  Association  is  the  only 
active  Lithuanian  [numismatic]  orgainization,  and 
has  about  150  members.  Its  board  consists  of:  V. 
Alonis,  F.  Passic,  R.  Douchis,  H.  Gaidis,  and  V. 
Matelis." 

® • 

Lithuanifiui  numismatic  topics  were  featured  at 
different  meetings  at  the  Chicago  International 
Coin  Fair  held  in  March  (8).  The  Polish  American 
Numismatic  Association  featured  a talk  by  Chester 
Marcyn  entitled  "Jadwigo  amd  Jagiello:  T^o  Nations 
United."  The  speaker  mentioned  that  this  year  I986 
is  the  600th  anniversary  of  the  marriage  between 
Jagiello  [Lith:  Jogaila]  and  Polish  v^jueen  Jadwiga. 

He  also  mentioned  that  the  PANA  is  issuing  a comm- 
emorative medal  later  this  year,  celebrating  the 
event,  "the  600tn  anniversary  of  the  Polish— Lithua- 
nian union.."  [Note;  Polamd  wasn't  officially  united 
with  Lithuania  completely  until  1569i  at  the  Lublin 
Union] 

At  the  same  CICF  event,  the  Russian  Numismatic 
Bociety  meeting,  Alexander  Basok  spoke  on  "Russian- 
Type  Coinage  of  the  Grand  Lukes  of  Lithuania."  Ac- 
cording to  World  Coin  News  (March  25,  I986,  p.  50,) 
"Basok  detailed  the  region's  earliest  coins,  how 
numerous  changes  in  leadersnip  affected  tnem,  and 
their  similarity  to  coins  from  nearby  regions,  which 
facilitated  trade." 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  just  how  Poland 
amd  Russia  throughout  history  have  tried  to  claim 
Lithuania  as  their  own,  that  some  numismatic  groups 
are  doing  the  saime  thing  themselves.  As  we  have 
stated  before,  Lithuanian  numismatics  is  alive  and 
well;  it  deserves  its  own  rightful  separate  heading 
under  "L,"  separate  from  Polauid  and  Russia.  The 

existence  of  the  LNA  is  proof  of  that  rightful  pla- 
ce in  the  annals  of  numismatic  history. 


Fji^rUKb  UF  THi  MONTH,  by  Frank  Fasslc,  Albion,  Michigan 

AGRICULTURAL  EXPOSITION  MEDAL 


1930  Hgriculture  Medal 
Designer:  Adomas  Galdikas 
Mint:  Hugenin  Bros.,  LeL- 
ocle,  Switzerland. 

Metal  content:  bronze, 
silver. 

Diameter:  Known  in  60  mm. 
bronze. 

Mintage:  Unknown. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  20th  century, 
nearly  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lithuan- 
ia earned  their  living  by  agriculture,  ac- 
cording to  the  Encyclopedia  Lituaaica.  In- 
dependent Lithuania  was  primarily  and  agr- 
icultural nation,  and  this  played  a promin- 
ent role  in  the  country's  fiscal  and  polit- 
ical decisions. 

In  19^6  and  1930 i an  agricultural  and 
industrial  exposition  (or  fair)  was  held 
in  Kaunas,  the  temporary  capital  of  Lith- 
uania. People  of  all  ages  across  the  coun- 
try would  bring  in  their  produce , such  as 
vegetables,  for  competition.  Awards  were 
given  in  the  various  catagories. 

In  early  19Hd,  artist  Adomas  Galdikas 
prepared  a sketch  of  mlena  Turauskiene, 
wife  of  Lithuanian  diplomat  Edward  Turau- 
skas.  Galdikas  has  asked  her  to  pose  for  a 
portrait,  but  it  was  tadcing  sevex’al  sitti- 
ngs. ElSna  then  had  a photograph  made  of 
herself  auid  Galdikas  used  this  photograph 
to  finish  the  work.  She  received  no  compe- 
nsation for  tne  project. 

As  a result  of  this,  the  Bauik  of  Lit- 
buania  issued  a new  100  Litij  bauiknote  (P- 
25)  dated  March  31 » 1928,  on  November  I6 
of  that  year.  This  banknote  features  Mrs. 
Turauskiene  as  a married  Lithuanian  woman 
in  national  costume,  facing  right. 

In  addition  to  the  banknote,  Galdikas 
also  designed  a medal  for  the  Kaunas  Lith- 
uanian Agriculture  and  Industry  Exposition, 
in  conjunction  with  the  1930  celebration  of 
the  500th  anniversary  of  the  death  of  Vyta- 
utas  the  Great. 

The  medals  were  struck  in  bronze  and 
silver. 

OBVERSE  DESCRIPTION:  Depicted  in  tne 
center  is  the  married  Lithuanian  woman  in 
national  costume  (Mrs.  Turauskiene),  fac- 
ing left.  She  holds  an  oak  leaf/branch  in 
her  right  hand,  symbolic  of  strength.  In 
the  background  is  the  outline  of  Kaunas.  A 
wheel  of  industry  is  shown  at  the  4 o'clock 
position.  On  the  bottom  are  two  grains.  Inc- 
used at  the  4 o'clock  position  is  the  name 
of  the  sculptor/designer,  "A.  GaLDIKaS," 


REVERSE  DESCRIPTION : The  text  states,  "I95O 
VYTaJTO  DIDEIOJO  METy,  LIETUVOS  EEMES  UKIG  IR 
PRaMoNES  PaRODA,  KAUNE,”  which  translates,  "Vytau- 
tas  the  Great  Anniversary,  1930 » Lithuanian  Agric- 
ulture and  Industry  Exposition,  Kaunas." 

In  the  center  is  the  so-called  "Vytautas' 
Symbol,"  a 20th  Century  fabrication  of  archaeolog- 
ist Tadas  Daugirdas  (l852-1919)»  based  upon  the 
small  1 denar  coins  struck  by  Vytautas  in  Vilnius 
circa  I392-I396.  The  design  was  adopted  as  an  offi- 
cial symbol  during  the  500th  anniversary  celebrat- 
ion. The  design  features  the  archaic  spearhead  and 
cross  emblem,  with  the  letter  "V"  (for  Vytautas) 
added. 

To  the  left  is  a branch  from  the  national  herb/ 
flower,  the  Ruta  (Rue),  a symbol  of  virginity.  Op- 
posite it  on  the  right  is  an  oak  branch. 

One  of  our  own  LNA  members,  Jonas  Augustinius, 
mentioned  to  this  writer  that  he  entered  this  exh- 
ibition with  some  watermelons  he  had  grown,  and  rec- 
eived a first  place,  but  was  given  a ribbon,  not  a 
medal.  We  suspect  that  these  medals  therefore  were 
not  given  as  awards,  but  were  purchased  as  memen- 
toes of  the  exposition. 

However,  they  appear  to  be  very  rare.  Only  a 
few  are  known  to  exist,  to  this  writer's  knowledge. 
One  is  in  the  collection  of  the  Balzekas  Museum  of 
Lithuanian  Culture  in  Chicago.  It  was  only  recently 
donated  by  Pier  L.  Pieroni,  of  Italy.  This  is  a br- 
onze version,  60  mm.  In  a few  older  Lithuanian  pub- 
lications we've  seen  illustrations  of  a silver  ver- 
sion, as  illustrated  here  at  the  top  of  the  page. 

Do  any  of  our  Li'lA  members  have  this  medal?  If  so, 
we'd  like  to  know:  the  size,  and  what  metal  content. 
Write  this  editor,  so  we  can  make  a tabulation. 


THE  KNIGHT.  Volume  8,  Numoer  5«  Issue  #47.  The 
official  publication  of  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association.  Frank  Passic,  EDITOR.  Rober  J.  Douchis, 
Columbia,  MD,  DIRECTOR.  Eubscription/merabership  for 
6 bi-monthly  issues:  a donation  of  »10  or  more. 
Write:  LNA,  P.O.  Box  6l2,  Columbia,  MD  21045.  Edit- 
or's addiress:  Frank  Passic,  900  E.  Eaton  Et.,  rtlb- 
ion,  Michigan,  49224.  The  LNA  is  a member  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  C-117903* 


1938  NOTE 

v\.';xtLnu«ci  from  pa^e  1... 

vJnly  tne  i'AVf^fS  specimens, 
bearmt;  serial  number  A000,000 
were  distributed  to  the  banks,  in 
advance  of  a pending  release  da- 
te. These  have  been  the  only  kno- 
wn notes  to  have  survived,  with 
the  sole  exception  of  this  note 
wnich  came  from  the  printers.  The 
printers  archives  today  contains 
1 sole  PAVYAOYS  A000,000  example, 

when  the  Soviet  Union  invaded 
iitnuania  in  19^*  the  entire  cir- 
culation printing  of  the  193^  10 
Lit4  was  still  in  the  main  vault 
of  the  dank  of  Litnuania  in  Kaunas. 
Because  of  it's  nationalistic,  ind- 
ependence and  Smetona  nature,  the 
notes  were  burned  and  not  released, 
altnough  the  doviets  allowed  other 
Litnuaniaui  banknotes  to  circulate 
until  19^1. 

I'or  the  complete  story  about 
tnis  note,  see  these  articles  by 
this  editor:  "The  Heal  Heason  the 
193^  10  Lit4  Banknote  ii/as  Not  Pl- 
aced Into  Circulation,"  The  Knight, 
January,  19^5^;  "The  Lithuanian  10 
Lit4  Mystery  Banknote"  IBNS  Jour- 
nal Winter  I98O/8I  Vol,  19,  No,  4, 
plus  several  articles  in  The  Knig- 
ht. 


HISTORY 

Tne  following  paragraph  appeared 
in  Coin  World,  February  26,  I986 
issue,  page  69. 

This ‘is  from  the  historic  featu- 
re entitled  "Coin  Re-Collections," 
by  Brad  Reed. 


Dr.  A.M.  Rackus,  after  spending  five 
months  in  Europe,  has  returned  to  the 
United  States.  He  has  sold  his  collection  of 
160,000  specimens  and  will  return  to 
Lithuania  In  June  of  this  year  to  take  up 
the  post  as  Curator  of  the  Numismatic  de- 
partment of  the  National  Museum  of 
Lithuania.  Dr.  Rackus  reports  that  farmers 
in  Lithuania  plow  up  large  quantities  of  an- 
cient coins.  They  sell  the  gold  and  silver 
pieces  to  merchants  and  give  the  bronze 
coins  to  the  children  to  play  with. 


A000,00I  - 81,000,000 


EXHIBIT 

The  collection  of  Bronius  Kviklys,  Cnicao,  IL,  the  noted 
author,  historian,  and  numismatist,  was  displayed  at  the  Febr- 
uary 16,  1986  celebration  of  Lithuanian-American  Community's 
wahsington  Chapter,  Lithuanian  Independence  Jay.  Though  this 
display  presented  only  a small  portion  of  Mr.  Kviklys'  collect- 
ion, several  thousand  pieces  were  displayed , including  Lithuanian 
coins  and  currency,  military  orders  and  decorations,  and  an 
an  extensive  collection  of  Lithuanian  table  medals.  Featured 
items  included  several  coins  of  tne  Vytautas  the  Great  period, 
a gold  1792  Litnuanian-Polish  Commonwealth  Virtuti  Militari  de- 
coration, and  one  of  the  few  surviving  Napoleonic  Lithuanian 
Lancer  helmets  with  large  "Vytis"  helmet  plate. 

Kviklys  began  his  collection  many  years  ago  in  Lithuania 
and  has  continued  his  hobby  in  the  U.d.  after  fleeing  Lithuania 
during  194^.  He  nas  been  prominent  in  Lithuanian  journalism  and 
recently  retired  as  editor  of  the  Lithuanian  daily  newspaper, 
Jraugas  [The  Friend] , in  Chicago, 


LNA  NEWS 


In  our  article  in  the  last  issue  about  the 
Vytautas  the  Jreat  medal,  upon  closer  exami- 
nation, it  appears  that  the  initials  after 
the  name  of  TAKlBlLJa  are  "U.iJ.L.,"  not  CFL 

as  we  reported, 

• • • 

We've  gotten  some  letters  asking  how  you 
determine  the  1916  3 Ost-kubel  note,  whether 
it  is  type  I or  II. 

Serial  letters  ABCD  are  Type  I,  which  have 
the  letter  "f"  (actual^  is  a Gothic  "s") 
CkOiabiD  in  tke  Latviaui  word  Aisdewu  on  the 
reverse  (right  side),  For  an  illustration  of 
this,  see  Jonas  K.  Karys'  original  1953  book, 
page  43.  The  crossed  "f"  is  quite  distinct. 

Type  II,  however,  has  the  "f"  UNCROSSED, 

Do  not  confuse  the  wavy  background  security 
design  as  a crossed  "f  (which  looks  like  it 
is  crossed  sligntly  to  the  right).  Type  II 
serial  letters  are  G and  'further.  The  Type  II 
"G"  note  we  illustrated  in  the  Oct-Nove  I985 
issue  was  serial  Number  G 053978. 

• • • 

It  appears  that  when  mentioning  the  serial 
letter  and  number  possibilities  on  the  500 
Litq  note  last  month,  page  6,  we  are  now  more 
inclined  to  believe  that  there  were  100,000 
of  each  letter  (ABCD),  rather  than  the  letter^ 
divided  into  that  number.  We've  examined  oth- 
er banknotes  produced  by  the  firm,  and  it 
clearly  indicates  that  each  letter  started 
back  at  tne  beginning  0 number. 

• » « 

Over  the  past  several  years,  we've  been 
accummulating  data  on  various  Lj^thuaniaui 
table  medals  (such  as  is  featured  on  page  3). 
We  are  in  need  of  information  about  the  Aug- 
ustinus Voldemaras  bronze  medal  issued  by  the 
Lithuanians  in  Australia  a decade  ago.  We 
know  some  of  our  members  ordered  these,  and 
we  would  appreciate  a copy  of  the  information 
about  them.  We  would  like  to  feature  this 
medal  sometime. 


jur  apologies  for  the  late  Knight  issues 
for  the  last  few  issues.  Our  goad  is  the 
last  week  of  the  First  month  of  the  issue 
months.  Our  Director,  who  handles  the  print- 
ing and  mailing  (Bob  DouchisJ,  has  been  ex- 
tremely busy  with  personal  matters,  ixiclud- 
ing  moving,  and  has  been  delayed  in  LNA 
pursuits,  we  hope  to  regain  a normal  sched- 
ule beginning  with  the  next  issue. 

• * • 

Do  you  know  of  any  Lithuanian  collectors? 
oign  them  up  to  the  LNA I Write  for  leaflets. 


CERTIFICATE 


5. 


ta'jf  xnxxcBK 

R 

D1DZI030  CIETUVOS  KuniesiKscio 
sEDimino  oRDino  riedscis 

CIETUTOS  RES^pj!^SJ>REZlDEnTO  BKTU 

uz  nuoPEcnus  cietiivri  rp’d/vruotrs  didziodo 
CIETUPOS  KUni0RlK$eiO  OEDlimtlO  ORDIHO 

ffiEPaciu  ctniti.  cRipsmu 


ORDinU  RElKAClt  VEDtJ; 


RESPUDCIKOS  PREZlDEtlTO  RKTRS  PnORRSTRS 
KRUnE  IRER  RR 


We  are  happy  to  print  here  a copy  of  the  cert- 
ificate for  the  Order  of  Gediminas  MEDaL,  which  we 
featured  in  the  April-May  1982  issue  of  The  Knight. 

The  certificate  illustrated  here  is  part  of 
the  collection  of  the  Balzekas  Museum  of  Litliuan- 
icui  Culture  in  Chicaigo,  and  is  trainslated  for  us 
by  our  own  Val  Matelis. 

The  translation  is  as  follows:  "L.R.  [Repub- 
lic of  Lithuania]  MEDaL  oF  THE  ORDER  OF  LITHUANIAN 
GRAND  DUKE  GEDIMINAB  By  Act  of  the  President  of  the 
Republic  of  Lithuania,  Sergeant  Ma.jor  Vladas  Augulis 
, for  Services  to  Lithuania,  is  Aweurded  this  Medal 
of  the  Order  of  Lithuanian  Grand  Duke  Gediminas 
Second  Class  [silver]  (Signature)  G.  Binskis  [?],  Ch- 
ancellor of  the  Order,  (Signature)  A.  UlSauskas  [?], 
Supervisor  of  the  Order.  This  Act  of  the  President 
Was  promulgated  at  Kaunas,  February  15,  1929.  No. 

282." 


6.  LITHUANIAN  COPPER  SHILLINGS  AND  THEIR 
MINTAGES  1663-1667 

BY:  STASYS  JANUSONIS 


*ith  this  issue  we  begin  another  of 
our  "Lithuanian  Numismatic  Classics"  series. 
The  article  we  will  be  featuring  for  the 
next  several  issues  of  The  Knight  was  wri- 
tten by  the  late  ^tanislovas  (Stasys  for 
snort)  Hlgimantas  JanuSonis  (1937-1983) i 
whose  biography  and  obituary  we  featured  in 
the  February -March  1983  issue. 

The  article  to  be  presented  here  was 
originally  entitled,  "1663-166?  m,  Lietuvos 
LidXiosios  Kunigaik§tystes  Pinigi^  Kalyklij 
Infliaciniii  Vario  Silingij  Kaldinimo  NeZin- 
omos  Ataskaitos,"  which  translates,  "Sett- 
lement of  Hidden  Accounts  For  The  Period 
1663-1667  of  the  Inflationary  Copper  Schi- 
llings Strikings  by  the  Money  Mints  of  the 
Grand  Ducny  of  Lithuania."  We  have  shorte- 
ned the  title  to:  "Lithuaniaui  Copper  Shil- 
lings and  Their  Mintages  1663-166?." 

This  article  originally  appeared  on 
pp.  123-1^  in  Lietuvos  Istori.los  MetreiStis 
1973  [The  Yearbook  of  Lithusmian  History, 
1973]. ♦ compiled  by  composite  authors,  and 
published  by  Mintis,  Vilnius,  197^. 

The  article  has  been  translated  into 
Hnglish  for  the  LNA  by  our  own  Val  Matelie, 
of  Coral  Gables,  Florida. 

JanuSonis  reveatls  for  the  first  time 
perviously  unknown  mintages  of  the  inflati- 
onary copper  shillings  issued  under  Lithu- 
auiiaui  Grauid  Luke  Jonas  Kazimieras.  JanuSonis 
also  reveals  for  the  first  time  records  of  a 
Lithuanian  Mint  at  Marienburg.  This  article 
should  prove  a valuable  resource  for  those 
studying  medieval  Lithueuiian  numismatics. 

While  the  major  portion  of  the  text  was 
in  Lithuanian,  many  of  the  footnotes  were 
either  in  Polish  or  Hussian,  since  origineQ. 
sources  were  in  these  languages.  We  have  the- 
refore omitted  these  lengthy  footnotes  at  the 
bottom.  There  are  a few  exceptions  where  we 
will  include  them  at  our  discretion.  However, 
we  will  put  the  footnote  numbers  in  the  text 
where  they  appear.  If  you  need  a copy  of  the 
original  article  with  the  footnotes,  this 
will  be  available  on  request  only  from  this 
editor  for  photocopying/ mailing  costs  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  series. 

The  mintage  charts  are  in  Polish,  the 
"official  language"  used  at  the  time.  These 
we  will  photocopy  directly,  and  perhaps  one 
of  our  members  would  translate  them  for  us. 

This  is  truly  an  important  "post-Karys" 
study  on  medieval  Lithuanian  numismatics,  in 
which  some  important  discoveries  are  made.  We 
hope  you  enjoy  it. 

— Frank  Passic,  ilLITOR, 


Who  of  us  has  not  heard  of  the  descriptive 
and  that  much  more  valid  Latin  idiom  "Pecunia 
est  nervus  belli?"  [Money  is  the  vigor  of  war] . 
The  absolute  and  all-encompassing  truth  of  this 
sentence  is  brilliantly  demonstrated  in  the  raid- 
17th  century  warring  period  of  the  Grand  Duchy 
of  Lithuania  (further,  GDL)  in  its  economic,  po- 
litical, and  military  life. 

The  GDL  was  fated  to  suffer  many  disasters; 
starting  with  devastation  by  foreign  armies,  fo- 
llowed by  years  of  fsunine  and  epidemics  of  pes- 
tilence, which  destroyed  half  of  the  country's 
inhabitants  and  ending  with  the  unheard  of  infl- 
ation of  massive  copper  shilling  emission,  which 
finally  brought  the  country's  fiscal  and  monetary 
economy  to  universal  anarchy  and  uncontrolled  ec- 
onomic ruin.  The  conditions  just  enumerated  cau- 
sed the  inflation,  because  through  that  distur- 
bed era,  the  GDL  National  Treasury,  irregularly 
supplemented  with  fresh,  but  unusually  diminis- 
hed taxes,  was  so  low  auid  so  heavily  indebted  to 
its  army,  that  it  was  unable  to  purchase  the  mo- 
st ordinary  weapons  and  even  to  fineince  the  na- 
tion's delegates  to  the  peace  negotiations.  Dur- 
ing this  period  of  years,  failure  to  pay  the  mi- 
litary resulted  in  a monumental  debt,  which  the 
Treasury  was  unable  to  pay.  The  GDL  army,  react- 
ing to  this  situation,  confederated  (unionized) 
and  demanded  compensation  which  after  long  auid 
acrimonious  negotiations,  was  reduced  to  the  sum 
of  4 million  auksinas  [TRANSLATOR'S  NOTE:  One  of 
the  headaches  in  this  translation  is  the  word 
"auksinas."  Although  this  literally  means  "gold 
piece,"  it  was  used  as  a Lithuanian  trainslation 
of  the  Polish  word  Zloty.  But  a Zloty  meant  a 
30  gra§is  coin,  which  was  silver,  not  gold.  It 
might  be  appropriate  to  cheuige  the  word  "auks- 
inas" to  mean  "taler,"  which  was  worth  30  gras- 
is.  In  this  translation  we  will  use  a nominative 
auksinas  (without  the  plural  Lithuanian  endings 
such  as  -iij)  euid  you  csui  decide  best  how  to  de- 
cipher it.  For  a further  study  of  the  word  "au- 
ksinas," see  Jonas  K.  Karys'  Ancient  Lithuanian 
Currencies  (LNA  translation,  I98O-I982),  pp. 

2^4  and  289]  pieces.  Seeking  to  break  the  union, 
there  remained  but  one  expedient,  to  choose  the 
highly  risky  but  the  only  step — inflation.  No 
other  alternatives  were  available  to  the  GDL  ru- 
lers at  that  critical  moment. 

Seeking  to  raise  in  such  a short  time  that 
enormous  sura  from  money  manipulations,  it  became 
necessary  to  establish  a number  of  coin  mints 
which  would  emit  the  inflationary  money,  and  from 
the  profit  realized  to  assign  it  exclusively  to 
the  payment  of  the  aforementioned  debt.  How  was 
this  decision  arrived  at? 


for  same  at  th«  forthcoming  Congress.^  ^ 

For  the  money  mints  of  the  GDL,  that  saae  Con- 
gress passed  a separate  resolution,  analagous  to  the 
cited  judgment  of  the  Crown.  This  resolution  declares 
the  situation  more  clearly;  it  does  not  cover  its 
meeming  with  vague  phrases.  It  announces  that  the  cr- 
eation of  these  money  mints  is  the  only  possibility 
permitting  the  payment  of  the  army's  debt.  Therefore, 
it  authorizes  the  GDL  national  administrator,  the  Sm- 
olensk Palatinate,  Adam  Matthew  SakaviSius,  out  of 
collected  taxes,  to  immediately  establish  a money 
mint  at  Lithucmisin  Brasta,  since  to  establish  it  in 
the  traditional  location — Vilnius,  occupied  by  enemy 
troops,  was  impossible.  With  the  proceeds  first  of 
all,  to  compensate  for  the  debts  owed  to  the  army, 
and  then,  to  pay  slLI  other  pending  bills. ^ Further, 
it  must  be  responsible  to  the  delegates  of  the  trib- 
unal of  the  GDL  National  Treasury. 

Since  we  are  not  interested  at  this  point  in 
the  first  two  paragraphs  of  this  constitution, 5 but 
only  the  third,  and  that  portion  of  the  second,  affe- 
cting the  procedure  adopted  June  9»  1659  by  the  asse- 
mbled Committee,  we  must  pause  and  consider  these 
briefly. 

First  of  adl,  we  must  begin  with  the  procedure 
mentioned  in  the  second  paragraph.  On  July  7,  1659 i a 
new  coin  striking  procedure  was  described,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  striking  method  for  silver  coins  ordai- 
ned in  165^*  there  was  introduced  a new  mandatory 
exchange  rate  for  the  newly  struck  inflationary  shi- 
llings: one  silver  graSis  to  equal  three  copper  shi- 
llings, and  at  the  same  tiuie,  unlimited  profit  from 
such  monetary  meinipulation.  This  decision  of  the  Com- 
mission affected  the  organizers  of  the  coin  striking 
as  well  as  the  actual  employees,  since  they  all  were 
required  to  adhere  to  the  same  rules,  as  well  as  the 
public  in  general,  since  it  was  with  their  compli- 
ance that  it  would  be  possible  to  realize  the  coveted 
profit.  For  that  purpose,  stringent  regulations  were 
imposed  by  Treasury  officials,  ordering  all  inhabit- 
ants always  and  everywhere  to  observe  the  mandatory 
exchange  rate  for  inflationay  copper  shillings. 

The  decision  of  the  constitution  mentioned  by 
the  Crown  which  the  recently  appointed  Koyal  Secre- 
tary (an  Italian,  T.L.  Boratini)  agreed  to  execute. 

On  July  20,  1569*  ^ agreement  was  reached  with  him, 
"concerning  a mint  of  silver  and  shillings. "^Contra- 
ctor T.L,  Boratini  struck  Royal  copper  shillings  in 
the  newly  established  money  mint  at  Ujazdov  (near 
Warsaw)  from  November  19*  1659 » to  June  30 » I66I,  for 
a total  of  817,708  auksinas  and  20  graSis;  and  the 
remainder  of  182,291  auksinas  and  20  graSis  at  the 
Cracow  money  mint,  where,  incidentally , at  one  time 
he  emitted  silver  and  gold  coins,  o paying  into  the 
Treasury  rentcil  fees  for  the  production  of  copper 
shillings  amounting  to  360,000  auksinas , and  for 
silver,  50,000  auksinas  pieces, 

TO  BE  CONTINUED  NEXT  ISSUE... 


Prior  to  1659»  the  boyars  expressed  a 
growing  tendency  specifically  to  demauid  the 
use  of  regimentation  in  the  coining  of  mo- 
ney, solely  to  replenish  the  National  Trea- 
sury, subsuming  it  only  for  fiscal  necess- 
ities. 

At  that  time,  in  I658,  the  Congress 
established  a Coin  Emission  Committee,  wh- 
ose basic  task  would  be  to  find  suppleme- 
ntal receipts  from  the  striking  of  coins, 
however,  this  Committee  failed  to  find 
means  to  raise  money,  and  thus  failed  to 
pacity  the  army's  confederation.  Though 
commissioners  from  the  GDL  National  Trea- 
sury proceeded  to  the  divisions  of  the  ar- 
my and  promised  them  in  a short  time  to 
produce  2CX),000  auksinas  [See  translator's 
note,  previous  page]  from  the  money  mints  to 
paiy  the  au^my's  wages, ^ they  failed  to  keep 
this  promise. 

and  only  on  March  22,  1659*  at  the  op- 
ening of  Congress  was  the  historical  decis- 
ion passed,  "Re:  The  Money  Mint,"  which  of- 
ficially authorized  the  unprecendented  mas- 
sive inflation,  using  the  words  "of  money 
reform."  As  the  basis  for  this  constituti- 
onal step,  the  1654  Congressional  regulat- 
ion on  striking  of  coins  was  grasped,  but 
dealt  exclusively  with  silver  coins, ^ How- 
ever, in  this  new  regulation,  the  striking 
of  silver  coins  was  not  the  principal  sub- 
ject because  from  silver  coins,  even  of  a 
debased  content,  any  great  profit  could  not 
be  expected.  The  new  Congressional  consti- 
tution of  1659  supplemented,  even  if  not  sp- 
ecifically, a new,  and  it  must  be  emphaisized 
in  advance,  a third  substantive  decision  wh- 
ich absolutely  changed  the  basic  premise  of 
the  165^  constitution. 

The  constitution  of  1659  was  made  up  of 
three  parts.  The  first  two  were  taken  from 
the  1654  constitution,  but  the  third  was  en- 
tirely new.  Essentially,  it  is  this:  1)  Since 
the  Republic  at  the  present  time  requires  the 
utmost  of  income  from  aG.1  possible  sources, 
some  of  that  profit  must  also  be  realized  from 
the  money  mint;2)  Since  up  until  now,  the  mint 
"furnished  no  income,"  from  now  on,  new  cons- 
titutional powers  will  be  granted  to  the  cons- 
titution, and  to  accomplish  this,  a new  Money 
Striking  Committee  will  be  formed  consisting 
of  30  persons  who  will  regulate  monetary  rel- 
ations, The  mint  must  be  administered  by  the 
head  of  the  Treaisury  and  must  supply  to  the 
forthcoming  Congress  a report  of  its  activity. 
The  said  Committee,  chaired  by  the  head  of  the 
Treasury,  must  convene  in  Waursaw  on  June  9* 
1659*  and  there  establish  a procedure  for  str- 
iking coins;  3)  "In  certain  money  mints,"  it 
is  ordered  to  strike  a million  copper  shilli- 
ngs" for  whose  striking  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
sury is  responsible,  euid  required  to  account 


[Tell  your  Polish  collector  friends  about  this 
important  series,  and  sign  them  up  to  a subscrip- 
tion of  The  Knight »] 


8.  ADS 

wAiMi-J:  191b  3 Kop«k  "Ost"  iron 
ccind  from  both  mints  in  XF  or  better. 
«lso  view  postcards  of  Lithuania  and 
^lalpeda/Memel  v.pre-w'wll) , and  a copy 
of  the  book,  Timeless  Lithuania  (Chi- 
ca{50,  19i^^)*  by  Owen  Norem.  J.k.  Gre- 
ene, 33  dearsden  x<d.,  Athol,  Mass. 

01331. 

• « • 

i\»k  GALE:  Last  call,  just  a few 
left.  3 X 7 color  glossy  photo  of  the 
"new"  unreleased  500  Litv^  banknote 
UdVEi^GE,  August  15 1 1924.  Tnis  will  be 
listed  as  i'ick-2lA  in  the  next  edition. 
Gee  last  issue  of  The  Knight  for  desc- 
ription. »10.00.  Frank  Lassie,  900  S. 
Eaton  ot.,  albion,  MI  49224, 

• * • 

FUR  GALE:  The  Knight  Vol.  1,  No.l 
Cfirst  issue)  June-July,  1978!  <2.50. 

Vilnius  Lasas  (Vilnius  Passport) 
booKlet  used  to  raise  money  to  libera- 
te Vilnius  from  Poland.  Contains  indi- 
vidual serial  number,  scenes  of  Viln- 
ius, and  spaces  to  affix  steunps.  Issu- 
ed by  the  Vilnius  Geleziminio  Fondo  Ko- 
mitetas,  circa  1925-30.  Historic!  $10. 

Lithuaniam  20th  aimiversary  (1938) 
pin,  has  Koman  numerals  "XX"  with  arch- 
aic Vytis  emblem  and  wreath  branch.  Be- 
autiful. »7.00 

Lithuanian  Displaced  Lersons  Pin, 
with  Columns  of  Gediminas,  showing  glo- 
be, ocean,  wagon,  and  woman.  Probably 
from  the  1950's.  $3.00. 

Anti-UGGH  envelope  (printed  by  Dr. 
kaSkus)  showing  map  of  Baltic  Gtates,  a 
man  reading  a book  to  a child,  with  bl- 
oody haimmer  & sickle  reaching  in.  Text 
reads  "GGGP  Liquidated  550,000  Liths," 
Collector's  item!  (ca.  1950)  $4.00 

1936  5 Litai  (f-12)  silver  coin, 
with  bust  of  Dr.  donas  BasanaviSius. 
VF-XF  average,  »l8  each,  or  3 for  $45. 

Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian  Cul- 
ture, 4012  Archer  Avenue,  Chicago,  Ill- 
inois 60632  (312)  847-2441. 


Dealer  in 

Quality  Rare  Coins 

LITHDAllIill 


Karl  Stepbeps, 


Karl  Stephens 

Preudent 


Post  Office  Box  458  ANA  57209 

Temple  City,  Ca.  91780  818  445-8154 


letters 

I would  like  to  thank  the  readers  ofThe  Knight 
who  have  responded  to  my  earlier  want  ads,  especially 
with  post  cards  and  stamps  I needed.  Has  anyone  been 
designated  to  reprint  old  Knight  issues  yet?  I'd  like 
to  fill  out  my  set.  Have  you  people  thought  of  issuing 
an  illustrated  handbook  of  all  independent  Lithuanian 
and  Memel  coinage  aind  paper  money?  Gomething  like  the 
LPGNY  staunp  handbook.  This  would  be  a good  way  to  pr- 
opagate the  Litnuauiian  coin  hobby  among  those  in  the 
vast  majority  not  familiar  with  the  LNA,  the  books  of 
Karys,  etc.  The  stamp  handbook  has  won  many  friends  to 
Litnuanian  philately  who  hadn't  thought  of  it  before! 

I even  donated  one  to  my  local  library.  — J.R.  Greene, 
Mass. 

[Editor's  comments:  Gend  us  a list  of  the  issues 
you're  missing,  suid  we'll  put  it  in  a want  ad  here  in 
The  Knight.  Would  anyone  be  willing  to  photocopy  their 
old  issues  and  answer  these  type  of  requests? 

This  editor  has  a full  book  manuscri])t  about  Lith- 
uanian 20th  century  numismatics,  which  incorporates  all 
the  new  discoveries  we  have  been  making,  the  serial 
letters,  etc.,  as  well  as  the  history  and  biographies. 
The  estimate  to  get  this  published  would  be  $10,000., 
which  would  have  to  be  raised.  We've  held  off  proceed- 
ing because  of  all  the  new  discoveries  that  have  been 
pouring  in,  so  they  can  be  included  in  the  data,] 

• • « 

I'm  enclosing  my  donation  to  become  a member  of 
the  LNA.  I've  learned  of  your  group  through  Coin  World 
while  reading  a column  about  Vincent  Alones.  My  wife 
and  I are  Lithuanians  whose  parents  came  to  this  coun- 
try from  Lithuania,  We  are  interested  in  all  coins, 
medals,  artifacts,  etc.,  that  have  been  a part  of  Lit- 
huania. —Joseph  R.  Galtmeris,  AK, 


WHAT  DO  YOU  THINK  ? 

The  latest  hardcover  edition  of  the  Standard  Cat- 
alog of  World  Coins  has  produced  a big  jump  in  the  pr- 
ices of  Lithuaniam  coins  in  uncirculated  condition. 
Mamy  factors  of  course  affect  prices:  demand,  mintage, 
availability,  etc.  We  are  printing  here  the  XF  aind  UNC 
prices.  Do  you  agree  with  them?  Are  these  correct/fair 
/accurate  market  prices?  What  is  your  opinion?  Write 
us!  Keep  in  mind  that  when  it  says  UNC,  it  means  UNC, 
not  a "slider."  are  there  truly  any  UNC  Lithuamiem  co- 
ins? Let's  hear  your  opinions — this  should  be  inter- 


estang j 

XF 

UNC 

Y-1  1 Centas  1925 

$10 

$25 

Notice  there  are 

Y-2  5 Cental  1925 

$10 

$20 

some  huge  differe- 

Y-3  10  Centq  1925 

$11 

$22. 

50  nces  between  some 

Y-4  20  Centq  1925 

$12 

$25 

XF  amd  UNC  grades. 

Y-5  50  Centq  1925 

$20 

$45 

where  would  am  "aU" 

Y-6  1 Litas  1925 

$12 

*35 

be  priced  at?... 

Y-7  2 ^itu  1925 

$17.5 

$60 

Y-8  5 Litai  1925 

$20 

$75 

Y-9  1 Centas  1936 

$9 

$20 

Y-10  2 Cental  1936 

$15 

$35 

Y-11  5 Cental  1936 

$14 

$25 

Y-12  5 Litai  1936 

$14 

$50 

Y-13  10  Litu  1936 

$22.5 

$60 ; 

1938:  $60,  *125 
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